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1. While the first regional sale has been scheduled for September, 1983, no 
decision has been made as to whether all the tracts selected by the Secretary 
would be sold at one time or in staggered sales. This should have no 
appreciable impact on the development timeframe used in this analysis. 


2. Certain tracts (the Bypass Alternative tracts plus Gallo Wash #2 and Hospah 
#2) are expected to be canbined with each other or with existing operations as a 
logical mining wnit (LMU), rather than being developed separately. The 
"diligent development" requirements of 30 CFR 211 would thus be met in the 
combined or amended mine plan, even though actual operations on the portion 
analyzed in this EIS may not begin until many years later. 


33 The Preference Right Lease Applications are included in the No-Action 
Alternative, rather than a leasing alternative, because of the PRLA processing 
requirements and the lack of Secretarial discretion to issue a lease for a PRLA 
that meets final showing requirements. 


Specific Modifications 


Page ix, Paragraph 4, Sentence 1: Should read, "New Mexico's 24-hour air 
quality standard for total suspended particulates would be slightly 
exceeded." * © 


Page ix, Paragraph 7, Sentence 1; Page x, Paragraph 3, Sentence 2; and Page x, 
Paragraph 5, Sentence 2: Should read, "The New Mexico 24-hour air quality 
standard for total suspended particulates would be significantly exceeded." 


Page 1-33, Paragraph 1, Sentence 2: Should read, "However, by adding the 
additional tracts of the Bypass Alternative, cumulative impacts would cause 
the state's 24-hour ambient air quality standards to be slightly exceeded." 


Page 2-38, Table 2-12, Line 5: Should read, "NM 44/Jct. 25 (EW of 
Bernalillo)—Jct. 550/288/1. our 


Page 3-5, Paragraphs 3 through 7 should réad: 


The development of the PRLAs is estimated to result in the 
emission of 3,542 tons of total suspended particulates (TSP) per year. 
The resulting 24-hour ground level concentration of 100 ug/m 
shown in Table 3-1. The concentration does not exceed any of the New 
Mexico or National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). 


The frequency of occurrence of the 24-hour maximum values could 
not be determined with this analysis. More realistic 24-hour impacts 
could be obtained using a short-term model and appropriate 24-hour 
meteorological data when more detailed mine site information is 
developed at the mine-plan stage. As seen in Appendix G, the TSP 
concentrations are limited in spatial extent (beyond the coal lease 
poundaries), as would be expected of larger particles resulting fram 








mining activities. The anmal average concentration values are 
generally more appropriate for determining regional impacts. The 
24-hour. .maximum,..was...estimated...fran...the...annual. values .by the Larsen | @ 





transformation method. Although the 24—-hour- value is considered a 
conservative value, it should be viewed with caution. 


A Class II area, the Chaco Culture National Historical Park, was 
examined to determine if the TSP levels allowable under the PSD 
regulations would be exceeded. The increased TSP levels would be 
below the applicable Class II increments. The two Class TI-areas in 
closest proximity to the mine lease tracts (Mesa Verde National Park 
and the San Pedro Parks Wilderness) were also examined. The 
calculated TSP levels were significantly below the allowable Class I 
increments. 


Fugitive dust particles suspended in air can cause a reduction in 
visual range as a result of the scattering of light. An approximate 
assessment of reduction in visual range from this alternative was made 
using the approach of Ursenbach (1978). Assuming an anmual background 
concentration of 30 ug/m>, the visual range would be reduced from 73 
to.67 miles (by 8 percent). Short-term (24-hour) concentrations would 
result in a reduction of visual range to 32 miles, a decrease of 56 
percent. 


Using the 73 miles of visibility calculated above for the Chaco 
Culture National Historical Park, visual range reductions .would be 3 
percent on an anmal basis and.18 percent on a short-term, 24-hour 
basis. However, actual visual range measurements made at the park by 
the National Park Service indicate an average viswl range of 
approximately 127 miles. Based on the 127 miles of visibility and 
using Ursenbach's equation, the calculated reductions in visibility 
would be 7 and 23 percent on an annual arm short-term basis, 
respectively. 





Page 3-6, Table 3-1: The title of the table should be, "TOTAL SUSPENDED 
PARTICULATES (TSP) EXCEEDED BY ALTERNATIVE." The title of the third colum 
should be "TSP Exceeded." 

Page 3-7, Paragraph 1: ‘The following’sentence should be added as Sentence 2, 
"According to the New Mexico Environmental reat th Division, the PSD 
paseline has not been triggered." 


Appendix G: Should include the attached maps. sie ences 
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PLATE 1. Projected drawdowns (in feet) 
DRAFT the No Action Alternative. 


EXPLANATION 


_—/0—~ Decline in water level, in feet. Contour interval is variable. 


Outcrop area. Outcrops shown are for Jurassic rocks 
(Layers 1 and 3), Gallup Sandstone (Layer 5), and 
Mesaverde Group above the Gallup Sandstone 


(Layers 6 and 7). 


Area where drawdowns may cause aquifer conditions to 
NN change from confined to unconfined (effectively increasing 


storage by a factor of 1000) and limit further drawdowns. 
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Line of equal maximum difference in water-level decline, 


in feet, between No Action Alternative and other Alternative. 


Contour interval is variable. 


Example: 


At Point A on the map for the Gallup 
Sandstone (Layer 5)-Target Alternative, 

the maximum difference in drawdown between 
the No Action Alternative and the Target 
Alternative would be between 10 and 30 feet 
and would occur during 2026-30. 
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downs (in feet) of the No Action Alternative 
and each of the other Alternatives, and the 
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differences would occur. 


EXPLANATION 


Line of equal maximum difference in water-level decline, 
in feet, between No Action Alternative and other Alternative. 


Contour interval is variable. 


Example: 


At Point A on the map for the Gallup 
Sandstone (Layer 5)-Target Alternative, 

the maximum difference in drawdown between 
the No Action Alternative and the Target 
Alternative would be between (0 and 30 feet 
and would occur during 2026-30. 
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